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The sculpture of the early bronze age Cyclades has been systematically studied since the time of

Christos Tsountas at the end of the 19th century. But that study has been hampered by the

circumstance that so many of the subsequent finds come from unauthorised excavations, where the

archaeological context was irretrievably lost. Largely for that reason there are still many problems

surrounding the chronology, the function and the meaning of Early Cycladic sculpture. This lavishly

illustrated and comprehensive re-asssement sets out to rectify that situation by publishing finds

which have been recovered in controlled excavations in recent years, as well as earlier finds for

which better documentation can now be provided. Using the material from recent excavation

projects, and drawing on the papers presented at a symposium held in Athens in 2014, it is possible

now to undertake a fresh overview of the entire body of sculpture from the Cycladic islands which

has been found in secure archaeological contexts. Beginning with early examples from Neolithic

settlement sites and extending into a consideration of material found in later contexts, the 35

chapters are divided into sections which examine sculpture from settlements, cemeteries and the

sanctuary at Kavos, concluding with a discussion of material, techniques and aspects of

manufacture.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“The editors and authors of this volume must be congratulated not only for the

much-needed filling of a gap in our knowledge but also for their tremendous efforts in highlighting

once more the importance of archaeological contextÃ¢â‚¬Â¦ Together, the volumes will undoubtedly



change the way we talk and think about Early Cycladic objects - because context matters.Ã¢â‚¬Â•

(The Art Newspaper, Number 290, May 2017)
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